
  
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CITY OF NICHOLSON
CODE OF ORDINANCES – CHAPTER 11 - NUISANCES AND MISCELLANEOUS OFFENSES

	WHEREAS, the City of Nicholson has adopted a Code of Ordinances, which, in part, provides penalties and regulations regarding certain activities within the municipal limits; and
WHEREAS, the City desires to establish certain minimum standards and guidelines regarding the use of firearms within the municipal limits; and
WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the health, safety and welfare of the citizens of Nicholson to adopt the attached ordinance to provide regulations regarding the use of firearms within the municipal limits; 
	IT IS HEREBY ORDAINED that the City of Nicholson Code of Ordinances is hereby amended to add the following to Chapter 11 – Nuisances and Miscellaneous Offenses:
ARTICLE V.		MISCELLANEOUS OFFENSES

Section 11.501. 	Discharge of Firearms.

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person in the city to discharge any gun, pistol, or other firearm within 150 yards of any public street, thoroughfare, alley, or any building or structure reasonably capable of habitation or occupation. 
(b) It shall be unlawful for any person to discharge a firearm while: 
1. Under the influence of alcohol or any drug or any combination of alcohol and any drug to the extent that it is unsafe for the person to discharge such firearm except in the defense of life, health and property. 
2. The person's blood alcohol concentration is 0.08 grams or more at any time while discharging such firearm or within three (3) hours after such discharge of such firearm; or 
3. There is any amount of marijuana or a controlled substance, as defined in O.C.G.A. 16-13-21 present in the person's blood or urine, or both, including the metabolites and derivatives of each or both without regard to whether or not and alcohol is present in the person's breath or blood.
(c) It shall be unlawful for anyone under 16 years of age to discharge any firearm in the city unless such child is under the direct supervision of an adult. It shall also be unlawful for a parent or legal guardian of a child under 16 years of age to permit such child to discharge any firearm without direct adult supervision. As used herein, the phrase "under the direct supervision of an adult" means that such child must be within an adult's sight at any time that the firearm is discharged.
(d) This section shall not apply to:
1. Persons who fire or discharge a firearm in legal defense of person or property;
2. Law enforcement officers in the performance of their duty;
3. Any commercial firing range which has a valid business license from the city and is in compliance with all applicable zoning, safety and building codes and all other applicable laws and ordinances of the city, the state and the United States of America;
4. Licensed hunters of game, during state or federal seasons, are authorized to discharge firearms, which are legal for such hunt; provided that no such firearms shall be discharged on land less than 25 acres;
5. Competitors in organized shooting events held at ranges which have been registered and approved by the city.
(e) Any person found in violation of this Section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be subject to a fine of not less than $500.
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_________________________________		_________________________________	
Honorable Jan Webster, Mayor			Thomas Gary, Council Member 

_________________________________		_________________________________	
Lamar Watkins, Council Member 			Mike Barfield, Council Member
 
_________________________________		_________________________________
Dusty Durst, Council Member			ATTEST - Deborah Fontaine, City Clerk

